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BRANTWOOD TREE TRAIL

21ST MARCH – 6TH APRIL 2008

Coniston, Cumbria - Ever wondered how an 800 year old lime tree might look;  what flower you will find in the centre of an oak, or how many insects you might find in a mature tree?  Soon you will have a chance to find out. 
As part of Cumbria’s ‘Flora of the Fells’ celebration, Brantwood, the former home of John Ruskin on the eastern shore of Coniston Water, is running a Tree Trail this Easter.
Many traditional woodland skills and crafts are still regularly practiced on the Brantwood estate, including coppicing, charcoal burning and the creation of some beautiful green-wood furniture and smaller items such as walking sticks, whistles and wedges. The rich treasury of woodland knowledge provided by the estate staff has combined to produce a trail with something for everyone.
This trail will lead people around part of the 250 acre estate, providing regular stops to gather information about some of the local trees that abound in these ancient semi-natural woodlands. Most of the trees at Brantwood are native –  the mighty oak, the small-leaved lime and Coleridge’s ‘lady of the woods’ – the silver birch; but some, such as the acers on our Maple Walk, are from more exotic climes. 

Sally Beamish, the Estate Manager explains that: 
“For many people trees can be hard to identify, particularly in winter. In fact there are plenty of clues to help you get to know trees as individuals. By the time you have completed this trail, you should be familiar with the bark, twigs and habits of a diverse range of trees and confident to tell them apart. We also have a quiz to test and tease you as you walk round.”
 “Alongside the Tree Trail, we have laid out a Woodland Wildlife Trail for kids. Look out for the friendly woodland creatures that are hidden on the estate - a red squirrel, an owl, a hopping frog, a slimy snail and other creatures are waiting to be found. “

The event promises to be a real treat for people of all ages – so why not come along for the walk, for enlightenment and to enjoy the spectacular views of Coniston Water and the Coniston fells.
There is no extra charge for the trail and is included in the daily house or garden ticket. Admission is £5.95/Adults, £1.20/Children, £11.95/Family or £4.00/Grounds and Studio only, £8.50/family. Brantwood is open daily from 11.00 am until 5.30 p.m, from mid March until mid November.  For additional information, please contact Brantwood at 015394 41396 or www.brantwood.org.uk
