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‘Proserpina and the Language of Flowers -

John Ruskin’s botanical studies’

Coniston, Cumbria - Main Season Exhibition 10 March – 23 November 2008.
The language of flowers is the subject of the principal exhibition at Brantwood this season. ‘Say it with flowers’ may be a modern advertising slogan, but it is an art as ancient as civilization. In his book on flowers, Proserpina, Ruskin studied the mythology and aesthetic qualities of flowers alongside their biology and utility. Put simply, Ruskin adored flowers. He not only painted and drew them with a supremely sensitive eye, at Brantwood he surrounded himself with every conceivable excuse to cultivate them. He created amazing and unique gardens that have been the subject of a major restoration in recent years. To celebrate this association, we are making flowers the subject of our main exhibition in the house. On show will be numerous studies of plants done by Ruskin both at Brantwood and on his travels throughout Europe, including his ‘Flora of Chamonix’ a unique collection of specimens collected in the Alps. Other displays will feature extracts from his writings and items associated with Ruskin’s revival at Whitelands College of the ancient May Queen ceremonies. 

Along the same theme, Brantwood is running a series of art workshops and a short course teaching techniques of botanical art, with local artist Valerie Wood. The one day workshops are on the following dates: 28th March, 25th April, 30th May, 27th June, 25th July, 22nd August, 26th September, 24th October and 28th November 2008. Valerie is also offering a three day course, entitled “All About Pencils” - from graphite, to colour, to pencils, on 17th-19th June 2008. All materials are included and anyone requiring further information should contact Brantwood.

Brantwood, the home of John Ruskin from 1872 until his death in 1900, is one of the most beautifully situated house in the Lake District, boasting spectacular views from the eastern shore of Coniston Water. Brantwood is open daily from 11am until 5.30pm. For full details of admission prices and additional information, please contact Brantwood on 015394 41396 or visit our website: www.brantwood.org.uk.
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