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“FLOWER POWER”

Exhibition by Piers Williams
Coniston, Cumbria – “Flower Power” is the latest exhibition by Piers Williams and comprises an inspiring collection of exuberant flower paintings in oil and three dimensional artworks in carved stone.

Piers is fascinated by the mysterious beauty of flowers and specialises in producing large paintings of them - “Sometimes rather commonplace flowers reveal an exoticism of their own when enlarged…when enlarged to a metre wide we get an insect eye view of them. They draw one in, in a hypnotic and slightly menacing way, and their reproductive purpose becomes apparent.”

His work combines traditional techniques with modern technology. The large flower paintings are adaptions of macro photos of small flowers, taken with a digital camera and put directly onto the computer. By cropping, rotating and adjusting colour Piers creates the image he is going to paint.
He says of his work “I use nature as a subject matter because I believe people have a strong affinity with nature…To me its forms are more beautiful than anything we can create. It preceded us and will probably outlive us.”

Piers also uses computer techniques to produce designs for relief carving and stonework. These designs are then hand carved in China to his exact specifications. The last fifty years has seen a huge decline in the amount of stone carvers working in Britain. Whereas in China, there are many thousands of skilled stone masons, but their designs are not relevant in our culture. Piers explains “By using computer technology, I am trying to bridge this gap and produce one off complex hand carved objects…the carvers will add something of their humanity to the carving as they follow my design.” The results speak for themselves – wonderful, delicate designs carved with exquisite skill.
Piers has spent all of his working life in the art world. For many years he has worked on a commission basis for clients. These have included portraits, landscapes in oils and watercolours. As a result he has only had two previous exhibitions. Brantwood is delighted to be the venue for his latest work.
The exhibition is on display in Brantwood’s Severn Studio from Saturday 6th September until Sunday 12th October 2008. The Studio is open daily from 11am until 5.30pm and admission is included in the house & garden ticket or garden only ticket. For further information please contact Brantwood, Coniston, LA21 8AD. Tel: 015394 41396 or email: enquiries@brantwood.org.uk. www.brantwood.org.uk
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You are invited to send a photographer and/or reporter to a Preview event on Saturday 6th September between 5.30pm and 7.30pm. This will provide you with an opportunity to meet Piers Williams and view this inspiring exhibition in the unique setting of Brantwood, home of John Ruskin, Coniston.
