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“WALL OF SILENCE”

Exhibition by Martin Greenland

Coniston, Cumbria – Brantwood’s winter rehang premieres in November with an exhibition by award winning contemporary artist Martin Greenland. Most of the works have been painted for this exhibition and are on show for the first time. It promises to be a very special event indeed. 

Martin’s work speaks directly to the great tradition of English landscape painting, and so it is particularly appropriate to exhibit his work in Ruskin’ home. In 2006 Martin won First Prize at the John Moores 24 with his painting Before Vermeer’s Clouds. Brantwood’s director, Howard Hull, says “Cumbria is extremely fortunate to have a painter of Martin’s quality living and working in its midst and drawing so richly upon its landscape. His work displays that quality of the imagination that Ruskin vividly described as `brooding and dream-gifted.`”  Willy Russell says of Martin’s work: “I think his painting is superb…..a striking fusion of arresting myth and exquisite landscape.” 
Martin’s exhibition will be on display in Brantwood’s Blue Gallery, in the main house, and is one of only three shows in the past ten years that has been selected for hanging in the main rooms of Brantwood. Martin largely works in the landscape tradition and as he explains: “My painting has always stemmed from memory and imagination….No matter how much I plan my paintings, what you see are the result of evolution on the canvas, and increasingly I just start with an empty canvas and see where the paint, the broad and indefinite beginnings, take me….Painting is like a walk; it is an exploration, but if I am `inspired` by a landscape, I don’t paint the places or landscapes I encounter, I paint about them.”

“Wall of Silence” is open Wednesday to Sunday 11am until 4.30pm, from 22nd November 2008 until 28th February 2009. Admission is included in the house and garden ticket. For further information please contact Brantwood, Coniston, LA21 8AD, Cumbria. Tel: 015394 41396. Email: enquiries@brantwood.org.uk. Full details on our website: www.brantwood.org.uk.
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Editor’s notes

You are invited to send a photographer and/or reporter to the Private View of Martin’s exhibition on Friday 21st November at 6.00 – 8.00pm in the Blue Gallery at Brantwood.  This will provide you with an opportunity to the artist and view this inspiring exhibition in the unique setting of Brantwood, home of John Ruskin, Coniston.

