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“A View from Kelmscott”

 An exhibition of paintings by John Lendis
Coniston, Cumbria – This latest exhibition by John Lendis represents his fascination for John Ruskin and the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. The series of paintings was produced after six weeks spent at Kelmscott in 2009, home of William Morris, founder of the Arts and Crafts movement. From being a child John Lendis has had a great interest in the Pre-Raphaelites. His varied career path has brought him full circle with his focus once again being the work of Morris and his companions.
After gaining a degree in textile art in Nottingham, Lendis spent a few years travelling, finally settling in Tasmania where he completed a Masters of Fine Art in Painting. He became an established artist in Australia, holding several exhibitions. Now back in England, Lendis has immersed himself in the paintings and ideas of John Ruskin and the work displayed at Kelmscott. He comments: “I find the abstract patterning of the landscape so interesting in Morris’s work and it seems to bring me closer to my initial training in fabric design….it is a form of landscape painting that has always deeply touched and inspired me.”  Visits to Brantwood, home of John Ruskin, have further inspired him: “I began to find out more about John Ruskin, about his attitudes to landscape and place. I found the vistas from the house filled with poignancy …..The view in wintertime from those remarkable windows seemed to fit with the culmination of Ruskin’s life, with his passion for landscaping the gardens, with his struggles to accord landscape painting a `rightful` place in the history of art. The paintings in “A View from Kelmscott” represent an accumulation, a synthesis, of all these experiences and influences.”
It is on show in Brantwood’s Severn Studio from 2nd October to 14th November 2010 and open daily from 11am until 5.30pm. Admission is included in the house or garden ticket. For further information please contact: Brantwood, Coniston, LA21 8AD, Cumbria. Tel: 015394 41396.
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EDITOR’S NOTES
John Lendis

Curriculum Vitae

Education

2006

Master of Fine Arts, 

School of Art – Hobart, University of Tasmania

1996
 
Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours), 
School of Art-Hobart, University of Tasmania 

1995
 
Bachelor of Fine Arts (Painting), 
School of Art-Hobart, University of Tasmania
1970
 
Diploma in Textile design, 
Nottingham College of Art and Design

Selected Solo Exhibitions:

2010   

The Last Days of Wilderness

Handmark Gallery, Hobart

2009-

Invisible Cities



Charles Hewitt Gallery, Sydney

2009

Voyages of desire



Handmark Gallery, Hobart

2007

Profane Illuminations,


Dickerson Gallery, Melbourne

2007

Lady Jane and The Sleep of Reason, 

Ancanthe Gallery, Hobart Tasmania

2007

The Mapmakers Dream, 


Fisher Galleries, Auckland, New Zealand

2006

Ocean, 




Charles Hewitt Gallery, Sydney

2006

Saint Sebastian and the Wounded

 Forest,




 MFA exhibition, Plimsoll Gallery, Hobart

2006

Saint Sebastian and the Wounded Forest,
 Fisher Galleries, Auckland, New Zealand, 








touring to Wellington and Christchurch

2005

 Sarah and Jane, 



The Salamanca Collection , Hobart

2005

Telling tales of Lady Jane,


 Charles Hewitt Gallery, Sydney

2004 

Dreaming of The River, 


Charles Hewitt Gallery, Sydney

2004

The River, 



The Salamanca Collection , Hobart

2003 

Silent Spaces,



 Charles Hewitt Gallery, Sydney

2002 

South Wind,



 Autore Gallery, Melbourne

2002

Traffic, 




Bett Gallery, Hobart

2001 

Trespass, 



Charles Hewitt Gallery, Sydney

2000 

Searching for the Moon, 


The Salamanca Collection , Hobart

2000

Observing Imagination,


 Charles Hewitt Gallery, Sydney

Selected Group Exhibitions

2007

New Work,



 Handmark Gallery, Hobart, Tasmania

2005 

Solitude: 




Contemporary Art Services Tasmania
2005

 Novobirisk International Biennial, 

Novobirisk, Russia

2003 

Ten Days on The Island Exhibition, 
Tasmania

2003

Novobirisk International Biennial,

 Novobirisk, Russia

2002 

Synergy, 




CSIRO-Bett Gallery, Hobart

2001 

Ten Days on the Island Exhibition, 
Tasmania

Selected Reviews and Commentary

2010

Review of The Last days of Wilderness, The Mercury  (Mar 10)

2007 

ABC Television, ‘Stateline ’Review of exhibition ‘Lady Jane and the sleep of Reason’ (June 07)
2007

Michael Denholm, Review, Saint Sebastian and The Wounded Forest, Art in Australia (Autmn 07)

2007

Penny Thow,’Lady Janes’ Artist” The Sunday Tasmanian (April 07)



2006 

Dr Roslynn D. Haynes, ‘John Lendis: The Mythic Journey Through Wilderness’, Chapter 21

‘Picturing Wilderness: Creating the Image,’ Tasmanian Visions: Landscapes in Writing, Art and  Photography, pages 335-337, Polymath Press, Tasmania, 2006 
2005 

Joerg Andersch, Review, The Mercury (Nov 05)

2004

Joerg Andersch, Review, The Mercury (30/10/04)


Kane Young, ‘River Touches Tassie’s Roots’, The Mercury (29/10/04)


Danielle Wood,’ Here Be Dragons’ 40 Degrees South (December 2004)


Preview, The Sydney Morning Herald (May 04)



Lisa Tonks, Art and Antiques in NSW (April/May 04)


James Kerr, ‘In Touch’, The Mercury, (29/10/04)
2002

 Peter Timms, ‘New Paintings by John Lendis’, The Australian (25/02/02)



Helen Tyzack, ’ John Lendis: Traffic’, Eyeline Magazine (Autumn 04)
Awards and Grants

2008

artist in Residence, Scott Polar Research Institute, Cambridge University , England

2008

artist in residence, Sibford school, Sibford Ferris, Oxfordshire, England

2004

 National Association for Visual Artists – Grant



Arts Tasmania - Grant


2002 

Australian Postgraduate Research Award

2001 

Arts Tasmania Grant (Joint)

2000 

National Association for Visual Arts – Grant
