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HINDSIGHT – BRANTWOOD AND BEYOND

An exhibition of recent works by Joanna Brendon MBE MA

In October 2005, Joanna Brendon was invited to be Artist in Residence at Brantwood.  She had recently completed a Masters Degree as a way of confronting her deteriorating vision, her thesis being “Do Visual Artists Need To See?”  Her time here demonstrated very clearly that although visual impairment affects one’s work, it in no way inhibits one from creating it; indeed, it can positively inform it, and is certainly a motivating force.  She returned home with a portfolio bursting with drawings from which to produce paintings in her London-based studio.    As her sight deteriorated still further, she introduced a tactile element into the process – encaustic wax and collage.

Advancement in surgical techniques then made it possible for Moorfields Eye Hospital to operate on her eyes in 2007 and her vision was transformed.   Adapting to the world around her, she said:  “the colour and clarity were almost overwhelming and it was like a continuous game of I-Spy”.

Despite the sudden discovery of distant landscapes, she found that her actual work changed very little.  This was reassuring rather than disappointing as it seemed to indicate that the marks were determined from within rather than as an immediate response to her optical view.

Of her work based on Brantwood, Brendon says:  “On my first visit, distant vision was largely a matter of guesswork, and I found myself responding myopically and focusing on the gardens of Brantwood, especially the Northern ones which offered both mystery and beauty.   On a return visit after my operation, I could appreciate the majesty of The Old Man of Coniston, but was wary of the stereotypical views of the Lake District and was still drawn to the wooded areas.

“In some of the works, it may be hard to recognize the influence as my work becomes more abstract and is very much ‘about the place’ rather that strictly of it.   I am interested in exploring the rhythms and patterns of landscape, rather than depicting the more obvious vistas.   The residency at Brantwood inspired a deeply personal response which will resonate in my work for a long time to come.”

The exhibition is on display in Brantwood’s Severn Studio from Saturday 18th October until Sunday 30th November 2008. The Studio is open daily from 11am until 5.30pm (from 17th November until 4.30pm) and admission is included in the house & garden ticket or garden only ticket. For further information please contact Brantwood, Coniston, LA21 8AD. Tel: 015394 41396 or email: enquiries@brantwood.org.uk. www.brantwood.org.uk
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