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“CONISTON’S VIEWING STATIONS”

An exhibition of paintings by Colin Taylor

Coniston, Cumbria – The New Year programme for Brantwood’s Severn Studio opens with an exhibition by Colin Taylor, based on a series of viewing stations detailed in the first Lakes tourist guidebook – written in 1778.  `A Guide to the lakes of Cumberland, Westmorland and Lancashire`, written by Thomas West, describes the twenty one `stations`, or viewpoints, from where the “most advantageous observation” of the principal lakes can be found.  Colin Taylor has faithfully retraced West’s footsteps around Coniston Water and painted the views from each of Coniston’s three viewing stations. The resulting exhibition provides an interesting record of the views over 200 years on, as well as Colin’s emotional response to the landscape.

Colin’s work is abstract and powerful. It seeks to convey the sensation of being within the landscape rather than simple representation of what he sees. “Each work starts with a few thoughts about the basic layout and position of one or two of the more obvious features and then I try to `engage` the work rather than execute it. Consequently I prefer to use the term `outcome` rather than complete or finished to describe each work.” (Colin Taylor). 
Thomas West’s 18th century guidebook for tourists was a response to the growing interest in travel and the `Grand Tour`. It proved extremely popular, going through 12 editions in forty-five years. Colin Taylor has made use of 18th century maps, based on surveys undertaken between 1783 and 1794, to retrace the viewing stations and use them as a framework for his artistic exploration of the mountain landscape. The mountain views enjoyed at Brantwood also had a profound effect on John Ruskin, who lived here from 1872 until 1900, resulting in many of his own artworks and writings.
Colin Taylor’s exhibition can be seen in Brantwood’s Severn Studio from 7th February until 22nd March 2009. Admission is included in the house or garden ticket and works are for sale. Brantwood is open Wednesday to Sunday 11am to 4.30pm until 15th March. High season begins on the 16th March at which point Brantwood will be open daily from 11am to 5.30pm.
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