[image: image1.jpg]Qg rantwood

John Ruskin’s home 1872 - 1900



    


PRESS RELEASE

Julian Cooper – Mother Lode: Quarries of Cumbria & Carrara

to be opened by Lady Inglewood on Friday 20th November 6-8pm 

exhibition open 21 November 2009 – 7 March 2010

Julian Cooper is a member of the long and distinguished dynasty of Lakeland painters, the Heaton Coopers. Julian is noted in particular for his interest in rendering mountain and rock surfaces – a search which has led him from his native Cumbria to places such as India and Tibet, and, now, Italy and the quarries of Michelangelo. The series of works on display in the main house at Ruskin’s former home, Brantwood, contrast in dramatic fashion the dripping craggy quarries of Cumbria with the gleaming architectural workings of Carrara. They reveal Julian’s love of stone and his capacity to bring out its mystical qualities. The exhibition is accompanied by a special illustrated publication, Julian Cooper at Brantwood with essays by Melvyn Bragg, Grevel Lindop and Howard Hull.

“he has found riches where few painters have ever looked before”

Melvyn Bragg  - ‘Julian Cooper at Brantwood’

Further information & photographs: Brantwood, Coniston, Cumbria LA21 8AD  
tel. 015394 41396   www.brantwood.org.uk     contact helen@brantwood.org.uk
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JULIAN COOPER  background

Julian Cooper studied Fine Art at Goldsmith’s College School of Art in the late 1960’s and  is now regarded as one of the most original and thought provoking mountain painters working today. In a career spanning three decades, his work has ranged from narrative paintings based on Malcom Lowry’s novel “Under the Volcano” to a series of paintings about the assassination of the Brazilian union leader and environmentalist Chico Mendes in Amazonia, in 1989. 

The son of William Heaton Cooper, the quintessential watercolour painter of the Lake District, and of Ophelia Gordon Bell the sculptor, and grandson of the Post-Impressionist painter Alfred Heaton Cooper, his life has inevitably intersected with the wider currents of mountaineering and mountain painting.

His more recent work has been concerned with finding a relevant contemporary language for painting mountains and rock.  In 2001 his “Mind has Mountains” exhibition at the Wordsworth Trust and in London showed paintings made after an expedition to the Kanchenjunga region of Nepal, noticeable was an absence of sky and a concentration on selected areas of terrain.  Whilst on-site paintings captured a superficial likeness, these paintings touched a deeper psychological one.

 His solo exhibition  “Cliffs of Fall”  in 2004 at Art Space Gallery, London,  showed work based on a comparative study of the North Face of the Eiger in Switzerland and the Honister Slate Mine in the English Lake District. 

A major retrospective of work from both the previous exhibitions took place at the Museo Nazionale Della Montagna in Turin in 2005.

In 2007 his solo exhibition “Earthly Powers”, at Art Space Gallery, London and subsequently Tullie House Museum, Carlisle, showed work based on a trip to the sacred mountain Mt Kailash in the far West of Tibet, alongside paintings of abandoned Cumbrian quarries.

In 2008 he began working on a series of paintings based on and inside the marble quarries of Carrara, Italy.

Julian Cooper is represented by Art Space Gallery, 84 St Peter’s St., London N1 8JS

JULIAN COOPER    CV
1947  Born in Grasmere, Cumbria

1964-65  Lancaster Art School
1965-68  Goldsmiths College School of Art, London, Dip.AD. Fine Art

1968-69  Post Graduate Painting at Goldsmiths College School of Art, London

 PUBLIC & CORPORATE COLLECTIONS

Aber Diamond Corporation. Toronto; Arts Council of Great Britain; Abbot Hall Art Gallery; Allerdale District Council; Baker & McKenzie, London; Bankers Trust; Bolton Art Gallery; Brathay Hall Trust; Cumbria County Council; Davy Offshore Modules; Durham County Council; Durham University; Ferguson Industrial Holdings; Home Office; Inner London Education Authority; Kendal Magistrates Court; Laing Art Gallery, Newcastle upon Tyne; Lancaster University; Messner Museum, Bolzano. Italy; Museo della Montagna, Turin, Italy; Mountain Heritage Trust; Northern Arts; Pentagram; Reuters; Theatre on the Lake, Keswick; Tullie House Art Gallery, Carlisle; Unilever; University College, London. 

SELECTED RECENT SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2009  Motherlode,  Brantwood, Cumbria

2007  Earthly Powers,  Art Space Gallery, London

          Earthly Powers,  Tullie House, Carlisle, Cumbria

2005  Pareti, Ghiacci, Precipi,  Museo della Montagna, Turin, Italy

2004  Cliffs of Fall   The Alpine Club, London

SELECTED RECENT GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2009  Under the Volcano,  The Bluecoat Gallery, Liverpool

2008  Winter Journey,  Art Space Gallery, London

2006  Art at the Rockface,  Norwich Castle Museum

         Art at the Rockface,  Millenium Gallery, Sheffield

2005  A Picture of Britain,  Tate Britain, London
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