[image: image1.emf]

Press Contact:  Rachel Litten
Rachel@brantwood.org.uk or 015394 41396

A HISTORY OF BRANTWOOD
Brantwood is important today as the home of John Ruskin, the great Victorian artist, critic and radical theorist, from 1872 until his death in 1900. 

The original Brantwood House was built at the end of the 18th Century by Thomas Woodville and was at that time only a relatively small six or eight-roomed house. The House passed through several hands and in 1833 the estate was enlarged and the old dining room, kitchen and drawing room added.

In 1853 the Republican Politician W.J. Linton purchased the house. Linton is primarily known for his engraving and printing and he constructed an outbuilding at Brantwood in which he housed his printing press.

John Ruskin purchased Brantwood from Linton during the summer of 1871, for £1,500, without having inspected the property. The house was in need of considerable repairs and Ruskin quickly set about these tasks, as well as beginning the first of a series of major extensions. He moved into Brantwood in September 1872, after the famous turret had been added to the corner of his bedroom.

The single storey dining room with its seven lancet windows was completed in 1878, to command the spectacular views across the lake. The second storey of the rear section of the house was later extended backwards to the steep fellside behind, forming a large tunnel or archway beneath. A third storey was added to greatly extend the living accommodation for the Severn family, who cared for Ruskin in his old age. Behind and above this a large studio was built, actually into the fellside itself.

Full advantage was taken of the views by all the extensions. The house continued to grow even after Ruskin's death. In 1905 the drawing room was extended forwards towards the lake, affording a sizeable balcony to the room above. An heptagonal summer room was built off the drawing room, with a bedroom over it, a door leading out to a newly constructed garden terrace at the front.

The estate grew in size along with the house. From a mere 16 acres or so in 1872 it had grown to approximately 500 acres by the turn of the century. A series of pathways were constructed throughout the steeply wooded fellside behind the house to connect a range of garden areas that were developed by Ruskin to explore various philosophical ideals. A substantial lodge was built to Ruskin's own design in 1872, followed some years later by a large coachouse and stable block.

On the death of John Ruskin in 1900 the whole property passed to his cousin, Joan Severn, who had lived at Brantwood with her husband Arthur and their five children. As an avid gardener Mrs. Severn laid out many of the more exotic walks and plantings that still survive today. The house was filled with artistic treasures and Ruskin's will clearly stated that he wished the public to be allowed to enter and view his collection on at least 30 consecutive days per year. Unfortunately the Severns decided not to open the house in this way and the contents were steadily sold off. In 1931, after the death of Arthur Severn, the remainder of the contents were disposed of in a series of auction sales.

Brantwood was rescued for the nation by John Howard Whitehouse who founded the Birmingham Ruskin Society in 1896. Whitehouse was the leading buyer at the Brantwood dispersal sales, after buying Ruskin material from the Severns for many years. He had been a Liberal MP during the years of the Great War, but had lost his seat shortly after the war. He proceeded to establish a school at Bembridge on the Isle of Wight, where he experimented with Ruskin's educational ideas and built a gallery to house his growing collection of Ruskin's work.

Whitehouse had tried to buy Brantwood from Arthur Severn, but was not to achieve his ambition until 1932. The purpose was to preserve Brantwood as a permanent memorial to Ruskin. In 1934 the house formally opened to the public by Whitehouse's friend Isaac Foot. It has been regularly opened ever since. Ownership was vested with the Education Trust, which also owned Bembridge School and the Ruskin Collection. Some of the Ruskin pictures then had to be brought back from Bembridge to display at Brantwood, but the great majority of Whitehouse's acquisitions remained at Bembridge. Under Whitehouse's stewardship Brantwood became something of a shrine for Ruskin and he established a registered charity, the Brantwood Trust, to manage the property for posterity.

After the death of Whitehouse in 1955 control of Brantwood and Bembridge passed to his colleague and friend, Rhys Gerrard Lloyd, later Lord Lloyd of Kilgerran, who remained Chairman until his death in 1991 and ensured the survival of Brantwood through difficult times.

During the 1960's and 1970's Brantwood was used extensively as a base for student field study groups. The principal 'Ruskin' rooms were always available to the public, but the Trust began to question the compatibility of residential use with the museum function. By 1982 all student residential use had ceased. The Trust was now committed to the conservation of Brantwood in museum terms, and strenuous efforts with limited resources were recognised with the achievement of the National Art Collections Award for 1989.

During 1989 considerable interior refurbishment had taken place. Rewiring of the house was completed and wallpapers reproduced to Ruskin's original design. A video programme was produced as an introduction to Ruskin. Restaurant facilities had been created in the stable buildings in 1986 and new galleries were created for the exhibition of contemporary art and craft work. A major programme of restoration was initiated in the gardens and a new booklet was produced for the existing nature trail.

In 1995 the Education Trust passed control of Brantwood to the newly created Ruskin Foundation. The Brantwood Trust was reconstituted as part of the Foundation, that also developed the Ruskin Library at Lancaster University to house the greater part of the Ruskin Collection that had remained at Bembridge.

Brantwood, the home of John Ruskin from 1872 until his death in 1900, is the most beautifully situated house in the Lake District boasting extraordinary views from the shores of Coniston Water. Brantwood is open daily between March and November from 11.00 am until 5.30 p.m. and during the winter months from Wednesday through Sunday from 11.00 a.m. until 4.30 p.m. Admission is £4.75/Adults, £3.50/Students, £1.00/Children, £10.00/Family,  £3.00/Garden and Studio only or £7.00/Family Garden and Studio only.  For additional information, please contact Brantwood at 015394 41396 or www.brantwood.org.uk.
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