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Absence and Presence

An exhibition of recent work by Stephen Maxwell Campbell 
14th January – 1st April 2012

Oil paintings, drawings in ink and pastel depict a range of subjects from street scenes to floral studies and portraits
Stephen is establishing himself as an accomplished young artist. His work has been displayed in several venues around the UK and Brantwood is delighted to offer Stephen an opportunity to exhibit in the Lake District. Stephen moved to the area last year and was very kindly lent a cow shed for a studio!

Stephen’s approach to painting is extremely tangible. He makes his own paints by hand in order to control its behaviour and its appearance. Sometimes he wants a painting to look older than it is, or catch the light in different ways, or change the colour throughout the day and he achieves this through the use of various pigments, vegetable and animal products. 

He says of his work “My work comes from a world where nothing lasts very long, where we have to replace everything on a regular basis; where shops are open one day and gone the next; trees are being cut down, town centres are vanishing….I like to acknowledge what we have right now…”

During his career Stephen has worked with various artists groups both in this country and abroad, in particular Spain and Poland. A highlight was working with Damien Hirst.

Absence and Presence is on display in the Severn Studio at Brantwood, Wednesday to Sunday from 10.30am until 4.00pm (daily 10.30am until 5pm from 12th March) and admission is included in the house or garden ticket. For further information please contact Brantwood, Coniston, LA21 8AD, Cumbria. T: 015394 41396. www.brantwood.org.uk
