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Fragments from the Weather Station

An exhibition by John Fox

Blue Gallery and Severn Studio, Brantwood, Coniston

10th September until 16th October 2011

Scientific and artistic perspectives overlap to mark and celebrate the wonders, mysteries and detritus of Morecambe Bay.

John Fox and Sue Gill live on the west shore of Morecambe Bay in a wooden house with a turf roof.

From 1968 to 2006 they were the Artistic directors of Welfare State International (WSI) www.welfare-state.org the arts company based in Ulverston which gained a world wide reputation for creating new celebratory theatre with many communities. Their invention of lantern parades, site specific events, street music and new ceremonies for secular rites of passage have had a big influence on mainstream culture. 

In 2008 through their new company Dead Good Guides www.deadgoodguides.com John and Sue set out to generate “The Weather Station” from their home at Bardsea, an holistic art work “to demonstrate the connections between making artworks and living as creatively as possible in tune with family, landscape, season and weather.”  Raw data has been gathered in collaboration with micro-marine ecologists and botanists, with plant pressings, photographs, short films of microscopic life, etchings, paintings, enamels, wood cuts, whirlygigs, books and diaries, which altogether present a rich and complex poetry of life at the Weather Station.

Their forthcoming exhibition at Brantwood, “Fragments from the Weather Station”, is an initial summary of their work, a marker point of the first three years research. In the home of John Ruskin, who equally was searching for a way of being where “there is no wealth but life”, they will display artefacts and ideas to demonstrate their small but parallel journey.

John and Sue explain further: “..much contemporary art is becoming a novel spectacle driven by commodity and celebrity…it used to have and could still have another role; a role where creative activity can be woven more fully into the way we live our lives.” They describe their exhibition as “an idiosyncratic confluence of history, artworks and ideas.”
Fragments from the Weather Station promises to be provocative and playful, stimulating and beautiful. It is open daily from 11am until 5.30pm and admission is included in the house or garden ticket. For further information please contact Brantwood, Coniston, LA21 8AD, Cumbria. T: 015394 41396. www.brantwood.org.uk
EDITOR NOTE

The Brantwood Trilogy

During the exhibition “Fragments from the Weather Station” John Fox and his collaborators will present three special linked events.

Thursday 29th September at 7pm.

Weather Station: “On the Edge of a Heaving Tide”

Composers Tim Fleming and Pete Moser, the Fox Family Band and guest musicians perform lyrics gathered from John Fox’s own work and experiences over three tempestuous decades. The evening includes “Longline; A Suite of Songs ”,a poignant evocation of Morecambe Bay.

Thursday 6th October at 7pm.

Weather Station: “Occasional Remedies”

In 2006 Sue Gill and John Fox ended their celebratory arts company Welfare State International to live by Morecambe Bay in a wooden house on stilts. In “Occasional Remedies” a treasure chest of images and poetic diaries, Sue and John will re- navigate their recent creative voyage.

Thursday 13th October at 7pm.

Weather Station: “Breaking New Ground”

Scientists, botanists, photographers and poets have been key collaborators on “Fragments from the Weather Station”. Though they interpret the world in different ways where is the common ground ? Following presentations from Professor Peter Matthiessen (scientist) and John Fox (artist) Howard Hull will illuminate links with the work of Ruskin.
Tickets cost £5 per event and includes a glass of wine.
