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FRUITS OF THE EARTH

First solo exhibition by Fiona Ormerod

Severn Studio, Brantwood, Coniston 5th March - 10th April 2011

Images of fruit, vegetables and other harvests of nature in mixed media

Brantwood, famous for its woodland gardens and orchard, as well as being home to the great Victorian artist-philosopher John Ruskin, is the perfect setting for Fiona’s exquisite images of fruit, vegetables and other produce of nature.

Fiona feels a natural affinity towards Ruskin: “I share his sense of wonder in response to the natural world and relate to his ideas on the importance of observation, of expressing the simple truth of what you see.” Describing her approach, she says “I am drawn to the beauty of small organic forms and to the sensual qualities of oil pastel with its rich colours and textures. I also enjoy working spontaneously with whatever materials come to hand.” This series of paintings developed when Fiona starting experimenting with recycled cardboard and she found that the corrugated texture of the card contributed aesthetically to the work.
Having spent many years teaching English abroad, Fiona eventually settled in Lancaster. She retrained in art psychotherapy, working with patients, carers and bereaved people at a cancer day centre, but later became ill herself with photophobia (extreme light sensitivity). Now in recovery, she has been focusing on her own art and helping set up groups for others with disabilities. She is now passionate about the relationship of creativity to wellbeing. Since 2009 Fiona’s work has been on display at galleries in North Lancashire and South Cumbria. 

Fruits of the Earth is on display at the Severn Studio, Brantwood, Coniston, from March 5th until April 10th. Fiona will be available to meet visitors to the gallery on the afternoon of March 5th. The exhibition is open daily from 11am until 5.30pm and admission is included in the house or garden ticket.
For further information: T. 015394 41396
I. www.brantwood.org.uk
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